
Dragonflies and Chris Goforth Meeting Notes 
This meeting was held 1/24/19 at 5:00PM for 1 Hour in on Zoom (also in Library).  

 
Attendance: 

1. Corey Daly 
2. Josh Hansen 
3. Ben Metzger 
4. Dan Wood 
5. Lamia Alam 
6. Chris Goforth 
7. Daniel Rutkowski  

 
Discussion Items:  
 

● App Idea – a few sentences description of the main purpose of the app and what it will 

enable. 

● Users – a list of different user types with a one word description of the user and their role 

using the app. 

● Major Workflow – This is a list of the major interaction using the app through all the users 

○ Is the app essentially a giant form? 
 

● Data – List of general data types. This is NOT a detail list. For example you could list “form 

data”, “device gps coordinates” and “photos.” 

○ “Individual Counts for up to 15 students for each bout of data collection” What 
does this mean? 

 
○ Is the app putting info into the database and sorting it/ how is the data handled? 

As in, is the database already in place? How data should be sorted? 
 

● How are you visualizing the layout of the app?  
 

● Any defining or special features that you think need to be present?  
 

● Are there any pre-existing apps or sites that you want to base the look/feeling off of?  
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Notes:   

● Geared for 10 year olds, will be supervised - if it works for the youngest it’ll work for 
everyone  

● Just Chris looking at the data as of right now  
● 15 kids collecting data at the same time, average it out for each count period - still keep 

things spilt up but an average will be taken  
● Excel sheet of data is okay 
● Google sheets and excel is what is being used already  
● Students are collecting - weather data (temp, wind speed, wind direction, humidity, 

barometric pressure, light intensity, raining or not, date and start time) how many of each 
species are seen, names of the kids, site location  

● Easy to enter data  
● Enter text into data boxes (scale is very large) rain is a yes or no, date and time  
● Mobile friendly desktop and mobile would be best 
● Paper data sheets might be used and imported to the app later  

 
Follow-Up Email:  
I’ve attached a chunk of data in the spreadsheet that we are currently using, for one site across 
all dates/count periods.  I forgot one column that we need for data entry purposes, which is the 
Group # column.  We measure the students’ precision by comparing their counts to their 
partner(s) in their little groups, so we’ll need a group # column to be able to identify which kids 
are in which group together to make that calculation.  This could be a pull down menu with the 
integers 1-6 as options. 
  
A few thoughts that I had immediately after getting off the call, because that’s how it works: 
 

1. If it’s POSSIBLE for me to do any simple calculations on the back end, rather than simply 

downloading a spreadsheet with the data, there are a couple of things that would be lovely to 

be able to compile when I access the data on the back end: 

1. Within-group average for each count session (identifiable by the site/date/time – this 

will get me a much easier dataset to calculate precision) – this is where that group # 

comes in 

2. An average of all the counts for each count session, so I can have just one average 

associated with the weather data for that count session.  This would save me a huge 

amount of processing time after the data comes in, so just throwing the idea out there 

in case it’s a reasonable thing for you all to work into the data access side of things. 

2. I have logos for the project I can send, both a webpage header style logo and a smaller square 

image.  Can send either/both as needed!  Or photos or black and white graphics of the dragonfly 

species we’re looking at (common whitetail – you should have them in your state!) – have lots of 

those kinds of things I can send too.  Just let me know if you want anything and I’ll be happy to 

send anything I have for title screens, web apps, etc. 

3. If possible, I would love for there to be SOME color in the app so it’s not just black text on white, 

but the look of the thing is less important than the functionality. 
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4. Wind direction could be a pull down option along with date/time/rain!  The 16 options are north 

(N), north-northeast (NNE), northeast (NE), east-northeast (ENE), east (E), east-southeast (ESE), 

southeast (SE), south-southeast (SSE), south (S), south-southwest (SSW), southwest (SW), 

west-southwest (WSW), west (W), west-northwest (WNW), northwest (NW), and 

north-northwest (NNW).  These could be all spelled out or just the abbreviations – the kids will 

know what the abbreviations mean and will be recording them in the workbooks they take 

home with them at the end of the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


