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Design Change Document: 
This document covers the design changes that will occur between the final design review and 
the finished application. These changes were suggested by the Humanity Students, the 
Useability Experts (graduate students), and our Scientists. These final touches will make the 
experience easier and more intuitive for users and will be done for the usability tests that occur 
on week 13.  
 

1. Dots: 
a. Green dots will be used for the stories that are related to the searched keyword 

and filters. 
b. Dots (points) that do not relate to the search should remain grayed out, but could 

be a little more transparent, change to about 50% opacity with a lower weight 
border. 

c. Selected point needs to change to a red point with the old design with a dropped 
pin. The dot should be red to match the pin. In the design review a yellow 
diamond was used, but it is too close to some colors on the map and is not as 
intuitive. 

2. The “submit filters” and “clear filters” buttons were unclear for the user and not easily 
seen. Instead, flip them so that submit is on the right (closer to the map and allows better 
flow for user) and clear is on the right. Change the buttons to just “Filter” and “Clear” to 
make interface clearer and less cluttered. Also change color so that they are more easily 
seen. The filter button should be green. 

3. Zoom to fit works well on the search, but should be applied again when post-filters are 
submitted. 

4. User feedback is needed if their search and filter combination shows no results. Add a 
dialog in the normal spot where results show up letting the user know that no results 
were found for the applied filters. 

5. Add badges to the filter headers to show filters that were selected. This will remind the 
users which filters were applied even after the filter accordion has been closed.  

6. When the app starts up and the users clicks stories, execute an empty search that will 
return all stories. This allows the post-filter implementation to work as a pre-filter to allow 
the user to narrow down the stories without searching a keyword. 

7. Make the searched keyword persistent so that it doesn’t disappear when the search is 
submitted. 


