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What is an Autopsy?

• A post-mortem examination of the body
• Why perform an autopsy?

• Usually, to determine cause of death or disease 
progression

• Who can order an autopsy?
• Medical Examiner
• Family of the deceased
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Traditional Autopsy

• Involves invasive techniques to 
physically examine the internal 
organs and systems of the body

• Considered the “Gold Standard” 
for determining cause of death

Burton & Kitsanta, 2020
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Virtual Autopsy

• A virtual autopsy is a minimally 
invasive to non-invasive way to 
examine a body post-mortem 
through MSCT and MRI imaging

• Can be a great option for cases 
where invasive autopsy is not 
wanted or needed

Pomara, Fineschi, Scalzo, & Guglielmi, 2009



Virtual vs. Traditional

• Which is better?

Shruthi, M., Gupta, N., Jana, M., Mridha, A. R., Kumar, A., Agarwal, R., ... & 
Kabra, M. (2018).

(Honigsbaum, 2013)
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What is the Problem?

• Small rural hospitals may not 
have access to virtual autopsy 
due to a variety of different 
reasons
• Lack of personnel

• Pathologist, radiologist
• No budget to purchase 

expensive virtual autopsy 
equipment
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Moving Towards a Solution
• Goal:  Virtual Autopsy software for small rural 

hospitals that can be integrated into systems and 
equipment which they already use (e.g., PACS, 
CT, MRI).
• 3D imagery similar to MSCT (multi-slice computed 

tomography)
• A complete autopsy dashboard with dictation and 

transcription capabilities
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Proposed Solution

• PACStopsy
• An all-in-one virtual autopsy software

• Would work within existing imaging system like PACS that 
healthcare systems already own

• Designed to eliminate barriers to performing virtual autopsies

• This would allow smaller rural hospitals increase 
autopsies and determining cause of death (COD)
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